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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the first and second condyles" in the fifth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the seventh line of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the width of the guide" in the ninth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the interior of the body" in the tenth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 1 recites the limitation "guide member" in the eleventh line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the cut bone of the knee" in the fourteenth line of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the longest width of the bone to be cut" in the nineteenth 
line of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

9. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the distal portion of the patient's leg" in the first and 
second lines of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

10. Claim 7 recites the limitation "the other side of the joint" in the third line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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1 1 . Claim 8 recites the limitation "the distal portion of the patient's leg" in the first and 
second line of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

12. Claim 15 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the fifth line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

13. Claim 15 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the ninth line of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

14. Claim 15 recites the limitation "the longest width of bone to be cut" in the nineteenth line 
of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

15. Claim 20 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the second line of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

16. Claim 24 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the first line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

17. Claim 26 recites the limitation "the width of a portion of bone" in the sixth line of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

18. Claim 26 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the eighth line of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

19. Claim 26 recites the limitation "the width of the guide member" in the twelfth line of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

20. Claim 26 recites the limitation "the long dimension of the incision" in the thirteenth line 
of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

21 . Claim 26 recites the limitation "the interior of the body" in the fourteenth line of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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22. Claim 26 recites the limitation "the end portion of the bone" in the seventeenth line of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

23. Claim 26 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the eighteenth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

24. Claim 26 recites the limitation "the longest width of bone to be cut" in the last line of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

25. Claim 29 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the first line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

26. Claim 30 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the second line of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

27. Claim 3 1 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the second line of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

28. Claim 32 recites the limitation "said guide member" in the first line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

29. Claim 33 recites the limitation "said guide member" in the first line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

30. Claim 34 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the first line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

3 1 . Claim 35 recites the limitation "the swath" in the first line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

32. Claim 36 recites the limitation "the longest dimension of the incision" in the first and 
second lines of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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33. Claim 37 recites the limitation "the first and second condyles of the knee" in the fourth 
line of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

34. Claim 37 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the sixth line of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

35. Claim 37 recites the limitation "the width of the guide surface" in the eighth line of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

36. Claim 37 recites the limitation "the interior of the body" in the ninth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

37. Claim 37 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the eleventh line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

38. Claim 37 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the fifteenth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

39. Claim 45 recites the limitation "the first and second condyles of the knee" in the fifth line 
of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

40. Claim 45 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the seventh line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

41 . Claim 45 recites the limitation "the width of the guide" in the ninth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

42. Claim 45 recites the limitation "the interior of the body" in the tenth line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

43. Claim 45 recites the limitation "the guide member" in the eleventh line of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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44. Claim 45 recites the limitation "the cut bone of the knee" in the fourteenth line of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

45. Claim 45 recites the limitation "the longest width of the bone to be cut" in the eighteenth 
line of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

46. Claims 1, 4-15, 19-27, and 29-45 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Response to Arguments 

47. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,4-15, 19-27, and 29-45 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELANA B. FISHER whose telephone number is (571)270-3643. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30AM to 5:00PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eduardo Robert can be reached on (571)272-4719. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elana B Fisher/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3733 
/Eduardo C. Robert/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3733 



